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Rajiv Gandhi Scholarship for Academic Excellence

Realising Dream of Studying Abroad

Il parents dream of providing guality education to their
children but unfortunately even the talented and
distinguished students from middle and lower income groups are
not able to meet the financial requisites of international studies,

Acknowledging the fact that every student deserves an
equal opportunity to exhibit his/her talent and with the
determination and commitment of Chief Minister Shri Ashok
Gehlot, Rajiv Gandhi Scholarship for Academic Excellence
scheme has been initiated. This idea of Rajasthan government
was built on the foundation of modernisation and expansion of
education for every student of Rajasthan,

The scheme was lavnched in the year 2021-22 by the
Department of Higher Education with the objective Lo provide
assistance to such students who are native of Rajasthan and
selected for pursuing higher studies abroad for undergraduate,
postgraduate and post-doctoral research work in a university
listed in the latest Q5 global ranking. Apart from this, the
purpose of this scheme is to motivate the students of the state to
study abroad and to help them in making a career and to
motivate such students to participate in the progress of the
state. It is being undertaken as a medium to inspire the youth of
the state and catalyse personal, secial and economic
development.

Students belonging to middle and lower income groups are
eligible to get scholarships under this scheme. Preference for
the schaolarship will be given to the students of low income
groups. Students wishing to avail the benefits can apply through
S501D.

Standing firm on his decision to provide support to as many
students as possible, Chief Minister Shri Ashok Gehlot in his
Budget announcement of the year 2023-24 has increased the
number of students for scholarship from 200 to 500, Over the last
year a total of 249 students have been selected for the
scholarship to study ininternational universities,

'Ha-r:-.h is studying in the University of Toronto

The scheme has worked as an impetus in the inspirational
journey of many students of Rajasthan like Harsh Pareek who
belongs to a small town in Jhunjhunu, He belongs to a middle
class family and has been a meritorious student throughout his

= Rakshita Yadav
AFRD

schooling. But because of financial constraints he was not able to
pursie his dream of becoming a data science engineer, When he
got to know about this scheme, he said that he was on cloud
nine. He immediately registered himself under the scheme and
naw he s studying mathematics and statistics in the University
of Toronte and aspires to work in the field of Artificial
intelligence. Harsh said that his college fees of two semesters
along with a part of living expenses has been reimbursed. Till
naw e anly dreamt of gaing abroad to study but the Rajasthan
government has made it possible for many students like Harsh to
reach their goals;

Similarly a very bright student named Anshika Kalra
belonging to a middle class family frem Jaipur got the
opportunity to study English literature in the University of
British Columbia. She said that she was on the top of the world
when she got to know about this scheme and she was then able to
see her dreams coming to reality. She also said that under this
scheme she received the full amount of her tuition fee which
was around 15 lakhs and a portion of living expenses. She said
that this has come as a huge support to her career,

Likewise Kusum Choudhary, native of Jodhpur wha is now
studying letters and science in the University of Maryland in the
US, said that her father is a landless farmer and sometimes she
and her siblings also helped her father in the field, With this
income they were barely able to meet the basic needs of life.
She has been a meritorious student but in such a situation it was
difficult for her to even think of going abroad to study.
Meanwhile, she came to know about this scholarship scheme and
got herself registered. Expressing her gratitude, she said that
this financial aid by the government has been very important to
her career and she feels lucky to get this opportunity. She said it
has given hier wings that she never even dreamt of,

-

o ’ e e -
Kusum s studying in the University of Maryland

Rajiv Gandhi scholarship scheme for academic excellence
has allowed the students to move towards a much evolved life
and enhanced the performance of students on various metrics.
The scheme has worked wonders for students. -
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