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Rd]dhlhdn Government’s Com prelwnr-uw Approach to

Women Empowerment

issues faced by women and promoted gender equality.
One of the most notable initiatives taken by the government is
the launch of the Indira Mahila Shakti Nidhi in year 2019, under
which Indira Mahila Shakti Fund of Rs. 1,000 crores was
allocated to different schemes for women in Rajasthan, It is
aimed at empowering women by providing them with training,
skill development, and employment opportunities. Indira
Mahila Shakti Nidhi was also formed to provide support to
women in accessing various government schemes and
programmes in terms of health and education.

T he Rajasthan government has always addressed the

Promotion of Female Education in Rajasthan

The State government has always been proactive in
promoting women's education. For that matter, Chief Minister
Shri Ashok Gehlat has proposed many schemes such as Indira
Mahila Shakti Prashikshan Evam Kaushal Samvardhan Yojana,
Shiksha Setu Yojana and Kaushal Samarthya Yojana.

To attain the goal of achieving gender parity in education
in Rajasthan 2,56,655 women and girls have been trained with
basic computer skills. Apart from that 10,808 women benefitted
through Kaushal Samarthya Yojana,

The state gavernment has also set up women's colleges in
several districts of Rajasthan, providing oppeortunities for
wormen to pursue higher education. Chief Minister Shri Gehlot
has opened 211 colleges in the last four years from which 94
colleges are for girls.

The government has also provided scholarships such as
Rajasthan Post Matric Scholarship Yojana to meritorious girl

Tarushi Agrawal

students. Shri Ashok Gehlot announced in the recent budget
that

girl students will be distributed 30,000 scooters under Kalibai
Bheel Medhavi Chhatra Scooty Yojana and Devnarayan Chhatra
Scooty Vitran Yojana for excellence in education.

Rajasthan's Efforts in Promoting Female Employment

The Rajasthan government has taken several initiatives
for women of the state especially in rural areas who face
multiple challenges such as lack of education, traditional
patriarchal attitudes and limited job opportunities. State
government launched Indira Mahila Shakti Udyam Protsahan
Yojana to provide subsidized loans through banks to women or
women self-help groups for establishment of enterprises and
diversification of employment opportunities for women. Under
the scheme, Rs. 93,48 crore worth loans were provided to 1,694
women and women self-help groups.

Another scheme launched by Shri Ashok Gehlot is Jagriti ;
Back to Work from home job scheme. The scheme s aimed to
employ women who want to work from home so that they can
empower themselves without affecting their domestic life, Far
this scheme, 21,636 registrations have been received till now
and 13,983 job offers have been provided by 51 employers for
which 1,182 offer letters have been issued,

For extensive employment opportunities for women
entrepreneurs and self-help groups, exhibitions such as Amrita
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Haat Bazar are organized in the state.

Improvement in women's health in Rajasthan

Continuous efforts are being made to improve women's
health in Rajasthan by the state government including
initiatives to increase access to maternal healthcare, improve
nutrition and expand access to menstrual health services. To
raise awareness and break the stigma around menstruation in
the state, the state government has launched | M Shakti Udaan
Yojana for the distribution of free sanitary pads to women and
girls of the state, 12 sanitary pads per month are distributed
and campaigns are organized on a regular basis to make women
and young girls aware about menstrual hygiene. In the first
phase of the scheme, about 2% lakh women and girls benefitted.
In the ongoing second phase, 1 crore 51 lakh women and girls
are being benefitted under the scheme. Rs 584 crores will be
spent further on the scheme according to the budget of 2023-
24,

Apart from that, Indira Gandhi Matritva Poshan Yojana was
launched by Shri Ashok Gehlot on the 103rd Birth anniversary of
former Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi. This scheme is aimed
at providing assistance and nutritional benefits to women
delivering for the second time with the financial help of As
&, 000 for a baby boy and Rs 8,000 for a baby girl,

Initiatives for Women's Safety and Security
To ensure women's safety, Chief Minister Shri Ashok Gehlot

has made valiant efforts to make Rajasthan a safe state for
women. Self-defense training programmes are conducted in
schools for girls on a regular basis. With the initiative of helping
victims of sexual violence, Suraksha Sakhi Yojana was launched
in Rajasthan. The scheme provides training to women on self-
defense, legal rights, and life skills. The scheme isimplemented
through a network of trained volunteers and service providers
called as Suraksha Sakhi,

The Hirbhaya Squad is a special task force in Rajasthan
that was created to ensure the safety and security of women in
the state. The Nirbhaya Squad comprises female police officers
who are specially trained to handle cases of violence against
women, The squad responds promptly to complaints of
violence, and ensures that the perpetrators are brought to
justice.

The state government has taken several significant steps
to empower women and promote gender equality in the state.
The initiatives taken by the government have helped to improve
the lives of women and ensure their safety, education, and
amployment opportunities. The citizens must acknowledge the
efforts of the Rajasthan government and continue to work
towards a society where women have equal rights and
opportunities. e
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